
 

History SKILLS Vocabulary Progression 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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discuss  
question  
find out 
past 
now 
yesterday 
today 
tomorrow 
long ago 

discuss  
question  
find out 
past 
now 
yesterday 
today 
tomorrow 
long ago 

observe 
sequence 
contrast 
research 
using sources 
compare and 
contrast 
make connections 
make conclusions 

observe 
sequence 
contrast 
research 
using sources 
compare and 
contrast 
make connections 
make conclusions 

fact / opinion 
evidence 
chronology 
artefacts 
enquiry 
compare 
reliability 
continuity 
significance 
argue 
reason 
frame historically 
valid 
draw contrasts 
analyse trends 

fact / opinion 
evidence 
chronology 
artefacts 
enquiry 
compare 
reliability 
continuity 
significance 
argue 
reason 
frame historically 
valid 
draw contrasts 
analyse trends 

deduct 
infer 
organise 
information 
reflect 
interpret 
historically valid 
perceptive 
questions 
investigate 
form conclusions 
make links 
historical 
perspective 
judgement 

deduct 
infer 
organise 
information 
reflect 
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historically valid 
perceptive 
questions 
investigate 
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make links 
historical 
perspective 
judgement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



History KNOWLEDGE Vocabulary Progression 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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a long time ago 
same / different 
change 
people 
lives 
past 
old / new / modern 

a long time ago 
same / different 
change 
people 
lives 
past 
old / new / modern 

Century, decade, 
year, living 
memory, 
different periods 
of time, timeline, 
chronological 

Century, decade, 
year, living 
memory, 
different periods 
of time, timeline, 
chronological 

Millennium, BC/BCE, 
AD/CE, era, time period, 
similarities/differences, 
prehistoric, evidence, 
primary/secondary, 
sources, ancient, 
modern, archaeology, 
archaeologist, contrasts, 
trends over time, 
influence, significance, 
impact 
 

Millennium, BC/BCE, 
AD/CE, era, time period, 
similarities/differences, 
prehistoric, evidence, 
primary/secondary, 
sources, ancient, 
modern, archaeology, 
archaeologist, contrasts, 
trends over time, 
influence, significance, 
impact 
 

cause and 
effect 
propaganda 
bias 
society 
empire 
point of view 
objectivity 
subjectivity 
consequences 
legacy 
modern British 
values 
laws 

cause and 
effect 
propaganda 
bias 
society 
empire 
point of view 
objectivity 
subjectivity 
consequences 
legacy 
modern 
British values 
laws 

 


